
A Time of New Beginning 

Scripture - Matthew 4:1 - 11 & 2 Corinthians 5:17 - 19 

 

At a workshop on the life cycle of a church some time ago I 

discovered how churches go through cycles or waves in ministry. 

Churches have their ups & downs. Churches go through times of 

learning, times of challenge, times of dependence, times of doubt, times 

of conflict, and times of new beginnings. Let me repeat the times of a 

church: Churches go through times of learning, times of challenge, 

times of dependence, times of doubt, times of conflict, and times of new 

beginnings.  

 

I believe our church has gone through these times. Can you 

remember any of these times here at our church? Can you remember our 

church going through times of - learning, challenge, dependence, doubt, 

conflict, & new beginnings? 

  

What time are we in now? Please think about the time we are in 

now - the times are - learning, challenge, dependence, doubt, conflict, & 

new beginnings. Hold in your mind the time you selected.  

 

By looking at the title of this message, I think you can tell what 

time I think we are in - A Time of New Beginnings. If you think we are 

in a time of doubt or conflict - we should talk for sure! If you think we 

are in a time of learning, challenge, or dependence, I can see your point 

and maybe we should visit.  

I believe we are in a time of new beginnings and we need to 

celebrate a time of new beginnings. This time of new beginnings is only 

temporary.  

445 times in the King James version of the Bible it says - ‘It came 

to pass’ which truly gives you the feeling that times are only temporary. 

Times come and times go, they do not stay. Times are not permanent. 

They pass. Times always come to an end and are followed by a new time 

or new beginning.  

 



In the life of a church, times generally mark the end of one phase 

and the beginning of a new phase of our lives. Jesus had a difficult times 

in the wilderness in our first scripture reading. It was a lonely time of 

testing his faith so that he could have a new beginning in public 

ministry. This time of his life prepared him and strengthened him in a 

way that perhaps nothing else could.  

New beginnings stand at the heart of the Gospel message. No 

matter who we are or what we have done - a new beginning awaits us. 

No matter if the time we are in is of our own making - God is present in 

that time with us and he can lead us through it and out of it. When we 

find ourselves in times of sin, guilt, and separation from God and from 

others and there seems no way out - God provides us with a time of a 

new beginning. God provides that way in Christ! 

 

The apostle Paul was an expert in new beginnings. Paul knew the 

power of being made new and set free from the time of a broken 

relationship with God and with others. In our second scripture reading 

Paul tells us about a new beginning. 

Listen to Paul’s words found in 2 Corinthians 5:17 – 19 – 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone 

and the new has come. All this is from God who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation so that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them. And God has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. 

 

The good news of Christ is that no matter who you are or what you 

have done - there is always held out to you the chance for a new 

beginning. In Christ, we are new creations - remember everything old 

has passed away and everything has become new! 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflecting back on my first year with you as your Pastor and 

before my time here, I have come to these conclusions -  

*Prior to my time with you, you were in a time of challenges with 

the two previous Pastors suffering medical problems that made you into 

a church that cared for the physical wellbeing of your leaders. 

*Just prior to my arrival, you were in a time of doubt wondering if 

the church would continue as a year round ministry.  

*When I arrived our time changed to a time of a new beginning.  

  

It was amazing for me to reflect upon the times of a church. These 

are my thoughts on our time together. In the last year we are in a time of 

a new beginning.  

I hope and pray that we are up to this time of a new beginning. I 

hope and pray that you are up to this time of a new beginning. I believe 

that I am ready for this time of a new beginning - will you join me? 

 

Today we celebrate the end of 2020, a year that will stand out for 

all history as a year of great challenges with the coronavirus, social 

unrest, and a nation divided. We faced so many big challenges in 2020 

that I am very sure many of us are happy 2020 will be soon over!  

I hope 2021 will be a year that we can celebrate continuing growth 

of the church and a year in which we return to some sort of normalcy.  

 

Oh, we have a new beginning - let us make the best of it in service 

of Jesus Christ.  

 

Let us pray: 

God of new beginnings, help us hear the good news that in Christ - 

the old has passed and the new has come. Help us know that even 

difficult times give way to light and life. Help us to celebrate those good 

times when your love is very present within us. And may 2021 be a year 

of glory. We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   


